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Summary Architectural Description: 

Cleremont farm is an approximately 400-acre farm of which 107 acres are included in the 
nomination. It is located on the east side of Route 619 (Trappe Road), 1 112 miles north of its 
intersection with U.S. Route 50 and midway between the villages of Upperville and Paris in western 
Loudoun County. Cleremont Farm contains six contributing historic resources: the original stone 
dwelling, reputedly built in 1761; the present main house, built in two stages in the 1820-1835 
period and added onto subsequently in the 1870s. 1940s. and 1980s; a stone kitchen from the late 
19th or early 20th century; a stuccoed frame tenant house built circa 1940; a stone carriage mount; 
and a series of five stone walls. The oldest building is the 1 112-story, gable-roofed stone house 
reputedly built by William Rust in 1761. The main house was built in several stages beginning in 
the 1820-1835 period and consists of a stone portion, a log portion, and a stone kitchen wing, as well 
as the rear porch added in the 1980s. The pedimented portico was added in the 1940s. The interior 
of the center section features a center-hall plan with much original woodwork intact. Both the 1761 
house and the stone kitchen building have been converted to office use by the present owner. 
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Cleremont farm is an approximately 400-acre farm, of which 107 acres are included in the 
nomination. The farm is located on the east side of Route 619 (Trappe Road), I 112 miles north of 
its intersection with U.S. Route 50 and midway between the villages of Paris and Upperville. 
Cleremont Farm is located in the rural western half of Loudoun County in an area of large horse and 
cattle farms. The surrounding topography is gently rolling, with views of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
to the west. 

The main driveway at Cleremont Farm leads northeast from Route 619 across an earthen 
causeway that separates two man-made ponds created by the damming of JeEreys Branch. Although 
the farm is partially wooded, most of the land is divided into numerous pastures by wooden fences 
or stone walls. Most of the stone walls stand near the main house and date From the early 20th 
century. 

Cleremont Farm contains six contributing historic resources: the original stone dwelling, 
reputedly built in 1761 (contributing building); the present main house, built in two stages in the 
1820-1835 period, and added onto subsequently circa 1870, circa 1942 and the 1980s (contributing 
building); a stone kitchen dating from the late 19th or early 20th century (contributing building); a 
stuccoed frame tenant house built circa 1940 (contributing building); and a stone carriage mount 
from the early 20th century (contributing object). The extensive stone walls date from the early 20th 
century and are counted as a single contributing object. All contributing historic resources are in 
an excellent state of preservation. 

The seven non-contributing resources include a stone garage, two barns, three metal sheds, 
and a concrete silo All are post-World War I1 in date 

The oldest building on the property is the stone house located to the northeast of the present 
main residence. It is now used as a law office by the present owner. This house was reputedly built 
by the settler William Rust soon after he moved to the property in 176 1. It is a 1 112-story. three- 
bay, gable-roofed, stuccoed stone house painted white. Flanking the central entrance on the south 
are six-over-six sash windows. There are small fixed-pane windows on the attic level. The window 
sash and six-panel door appear to be mid-19th century in date. Aone-story, one-bay, shed-roofed 
concrete block addition is attached to the north side of the dwelling. Large buttressed stone 
chimneys, also covered with stucco, stand at each gable end. 
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The interior of this dwelling has been altered extensively and is now used as a law office. 
The interior consists of two rooms on the first floor with a narrow winder stair rising from the north 
end. The west room has built-in shelves, a mantelpiece from the 1940s, and exposed ceiling beams. 
Adoor on the north leads to a store room and small kitchen. An office is located on the second floor 

The main house at Cleremont farm was built in several clearly identifiable stages. The five- 
bay, two-stow, gable-roofed center section is the oldest, with the two east bays built of stone in the 
1820s and the three west bays built of log or frame a few years thereafter. Both parts of the house 
have been covered with stucco, but the separate building periods are evident from the uneven 
spacing of the windows. Amoldig strip runs along the south and north facades beneath the wooden 
box cornice. There is a large buttressed stone chimney at either gable end; both have been stuccoed 
and painted white. 

Both early sections of the house have nine-over-six sash windows on the first story and six- 
over-six sash windows on the second story with wooden sills and louvered shutters. The central 
entrance features a six-panel door flanked by panelled reveals and four-pane sidelights and topped 
by a nine-pane rectangular transom 

The one-bay, one-story Colonial Revival-style pedimented entrance portico was built in the 
early 1940s. It features paired Doric columns, a dentilled cornice, and a carved sunburst pattern on 
the pediment face Stone steps lead from the portico to the stone walk. 

The interior of the old center section of the residence features a single-pile/ center-hall plan 
with the stair rising in two stages from the northeast comer of the stair hall. The stone section of 
the house contains the present dining room. It retains its original 6"-wide pine floors, molded 
baseboard and window trim, and typical late-Federal-period door surrounds. The fireplace features 
a Federal-style mantelpiece with fluted pilasters, wall of-Troy molding, and a fluted center panel 
below a molded mantel shelf Adoor on the north wall of this room leads to a butler's pantry, while 
a door on the northeast comer of this room leads to the kitchen. 

The room in the slightly later west section of the house is now a living room. It too retains 
its original floors, baseboard and window trim, and door surrounds. The mantelpiece is executed 
in a vernacular variant of the Federal style with stop-fluted pilasters,a frieze carved in a basketweave 
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pattern, and a dentilled cornice below the molded mantel shelf Doors in this room have mid-19th- 
century metal box locks with brass handles. 

The central stair hall features original floors, baseboard, chairrail and a plain wainscot. The 
walls nearest the door are curved outward, an unusually sophisticated feature in an otherwise 
vernacular Federal style residence. Adoor on the north, barely six feet high, leads to the rear porch, 
while a door on the northeast, below the stairs, leads to the basement. The stair rises in two stages 
and has a plain newel and molded railing with two banisters per tread. 

The rooms on the second floor consist of two bedrooms, a sitting room/office, and a small 
powder room located at the head of the stairs. The west bedroom features a mantelpiece with fluted 
pilasters and molded caps and bases, a fluted center panel and a molded mantel shelf There are 
several built-in closets dating from a 1940s remodelling. The east bedroom is smaller and features 
a fireplace with a simple molded surround with molded mantel shelf The sitting room also dates 
from the 1940s remodelling. 

The attic has been finished off and insulated and little original fabric is visible. An original 
attic window on the east gable end of the stone section is still visible, however. The basement 
consists of one room below the slightly later section of the house (there is no basement below the 
stone section). It retains a brick fireplace with segmental arched opening and large keystone lintel. 

In the early 1870s a two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed, log wing was added at right angles 
to the west gable end of the house. This wing has also been stuccoed and painted white. The 
windows have nine-over-six sash on the first story and six-over-six sash on the second story, Two 
large picture windows, apparently dating from the 1960s or later, are on the west and north 
elevations. 

The interior of this section consists of a narrow stair hall, a study, and a powder room on 
the first floor, and a bedroom and dressing room on the second floor. The woodwork on the first 
floor, including the stair and built-in bookshelves in the hall and study, dates mostly from the early 
1940s. The bedroom and dressing room date fTom a remodelling in the 1980s. 

A one-story, glass-and-metal porch dating from the 1980s extends across five bays of the 
north facade of the house. It is lit by skylights and serves as a solarium. 
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The 1 1R-story, gable-roofed kitchen wing on the east gable end of the house dates from the 
1940s, although it too has since been remodelled several times. It features a brick fireplace on the 
east gable end, six-over-six sash windows, an entrance on the east, and a small shed-roofed wing 
on the north that now serves as a laundry room and pantry. 

A 1 1R-story, two-bay-wide and three-bay-long, gable-roofed fieldstone kitchen building 
stands a few feet &om the northeast comer of the kitchen wing. It probably dates from the late 19th 
or early 20th centuries and features large cut-stone blocks at the comers. Alarge buttressed stone 
chimney is Located in the middle of the south elevation. There is an entrance on the west gable end, 
and there are four six-over-six sash windows on the west, east, and north elevations The interior 
has been remodelled by the present owner for use as a law library. 

Of the other contributing resources, a stone carriage mount stands on the west side of the 
driveway to the south of the main residence. It dates from sometime in the twentieth century. A 
I 112-story, three-bay, gable-roofed stuccoed frame tenant house stands on a hill to the southeast 
of the main residence. It dates from the 1940s. 

The non-contributing resources at Cleremont Farm include a three-bay, gable-roofed stone 
Sarage located to the east of the main house: a concrete block barn, a metal-and-frame barn, three 
smaller metal sheds. and a concrete silo .All of the agricultural buildings are located along the 
driveway that runs to the east of the main house. They are post World War I1 in date. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Cleremont farm is significant under Criterion C in the area of architecture on the local level 
as a welLpresewed farmstead with buildings and objects representing a r u d e r  of different periods 
of architecture in Lcudcun Ccunty The earliest building on the property may be the 1 ID-story 
stuccoed stone hcuse reptedly built by the settler William Rust in 1761. The quality of the 
workmanship of the interior of the main house is notable and is representative of the Federal style 
in Lcudcun Ccunty, as well as the twentieth-century Colonial Revival style. 
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HISTORY 

CleremontFarm traces itshistory to two mid-18th-century land grants In 1742 Ann J a ~ e y  
received a land grant by patent from Lord Fairfax of 400 acres near Jefieys Branch in Cameron 
Parish (Loudoun Ccunty Deed Bodc B, page72). This tract adjoined a 100-acre parcel owned by 
John Edmondson of Essex County (Lcudmn Cmnty Deed Book F, page 60). Both tractswere sold 
in 1761 to William Rust (172b1799). Rusc originally from Westmoreland Ccunty, lived in 
Fauquier County before moving to Loudmn County in the early spring of 1761. The deed of sale 
from Edmondson to Rust in April 1761 states that he was already residing on the adjoining Janney 
property. Rust was also listed as a tithable in Cameron Parish begimirp: in 1761, along with two 
slaves (Hopkins 1991 : 69). The small 1 112-story stuccoed stone hcuse located to the northeast of 
the present main res'idence at Cleremont Farm was repltedly built by Rust shortly after his move to 
Lcudoun Ccunty in 1761. Althcugh greatly altered since that time, mhitectural evidence, inchding 
the roof pitch and large size of the chimneys at either end, seems to confirm a date from the mid to 
late 18th century. 

Rust and his wife Monica raised eight children on their fann He was appointed sulveyor 
and overseer of roads in 1771 and was also aconstable oftheccunty (Rust 1940 : 78). By 1786 
Rust was one of three appraisers of Lcudoun County entitled to appraise both real and personal 
property (Rust 1940: 79). He is recorded as owning l 1 slaves in 1787 (Virginia Personal Property 
Tax Roll 1787). 

At hisdeath in 1799Rustwas apparently l'ivup: at ahouse he built approximately onequarter 
mile southwest of the 1761 house but still on his property This house is no longer part of 
Cleremont farm ard is now known as Windsor In 1801 his land was partitioned, with the "mansion 
house" (Windsor) and 'barns and orchards", along with the surrounding tract of 70 acres awarded 
to hisdaughter AnneRust Boggess and her husband Vincent Boggess (Lcudcun Deed Bock CC, 
page 153) The fact that the hcuse repltedly built by WilliamRust in 1761 is not shown on the plat 
ofthisdivision map may mean that it was abandoned, used as a tenant house, or overlooked by the 
commissioners 

Sweral tracts of the William Rust farm, ofwhich Cleremont farm is now a p a q  were given 
to, or later acquired by, Rust's youngest son GeorgeRust (176b1850). GeorgeRust manied his 
cousin Elizabeth Rust Ihrbar of Westmoreland Ccunty in 1786 (Rust: 1940: 1 55). In 1771 he 
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was n. 
By recommerdation ofthe sameccurt he was madecaptain of the Secord Battalion 56th Regiment 
ofthe Virginia Militia in 1797 (Rust:l940: 1%). 

Census a d  tax records indicatethat by 1820 Rust was apparently living full time at his 
f a w  that consisted of296 acres and by then k n w n  as Meadowview farm (U. S. Census Schedule$ 
Loudoun County, Virginia: 1820; Lcudcun Ccunty Land tax record 182G1822). The land tax 
record for 1822 states that an "improvement- a dwelling'', vaiued at 800 dollars was added to the 
property that year. This is probably the twebay stone portion of the present main dwelling hcuse 
at Cleremont farm No documentation has been f w d  for the date of constnrc tion for the log/frame 
portion of the hcuse, but architectural features such as woodwork and window moldixigs suggest 
a slightly later date of construction, probably the late 1820s or 1830s. Much of the interior 
wocdworlc, imbdirg the well-executed althcugh simpleFederal-style mantlepieces is original The 
curved inside walls of the center hall flanking the main (scuth) entrance are an umsually 
sophisticated feature of this hcuse. 

The hcuse built by George Rust is a typical and generally well-preserved example of 
vernacular Federal-period architecture. It shares similarities with other hcuses in the area such as 
Windsor; Avoka, another Rust family hcuse near Paris in Fmquier Ccunty; Elmwood, near 
Upperville; a d  Locust F q  another Rust family home on the west side ofRoute619. All of these 
house% except for Windsor, date from the 1820s and 1830s. 

Census records and tax rolls indicate that George Rust lived at this farm thrcughcut the 
1830s and into the 1840% ownixig as many as 12 slaves at one point (U.S. Census Schedules: 
Loudoun County, 1830 and 1840; Lcudcun Ccunty Land Tax Records 183G1846). In 1844 
Elizabeth Rust died and her huhand George Rust gave or sold most of his lard, inchding the 
Meadowview (Cleremont) farm tract to his son GeorgeRust, Jr. (Rust: 1940: 1 % ) .  In 1846, George 
Rust Sr., by then nearly ninety years old. left Virginia for Arkansas settling in Union Ccunty, near 
Eldorado. Two ofhis sons ard two drughters accompanied him to Arkansas where he died in 1850 
(Rust: 1940: 157). 

GeorgeRust, Jr. (1788-1857) was prcbably born on his grandfather William Rust's farm but 
lived most of his life elsewhere in Lcudcun Ccunty In 1809 he married Maria Claggett Marlow in 
Prixe George's Ccunty, Marylard (Rust: 1940: 195). He sewed in the War of 18 12 and was elected 
to the Virginia Hcuse of Delqates in 1818-181 9 and again in 182G1823. In 1824 he was 
commissioned a Brigadier General. After 1822 he lived at his homes Rocklands atxi Exeter, both 
nearLeeburg (Rust: 1940: 197-198). 
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In 1832 George Rust Sr sold the Meadowview (Cleremont) farm to his cousin J&n M 
Hamson of Wirrfsor. In 1839 it was sold back to Rust. The difference in plrchase price between 
the two transactions ($28 00 versus $4700), may be due to improvement$ incbdirg the addition of 
the threebays to the original 1820s stonehmse (Lcudmn Ccunty Deed Bocks 3 2 5 0  and 4M-184). 

In 1849 Rust sold Meadowview (Cleremont) farm for $4000 to Addison B. Carter ard 
thereafter mwed to Baltimore, where he died in 1857. ( L m d m n  County Deed Books 5D43 and 
5Q-306). Carter (b. 181 0) and his wife Lucy (b. 1813) raised three children on the fum ( U . S .  
Census Schedules: L m d m n  Ccunty, Virginia: 1860). Agricultural censuses of 1850 a d  1860 
indkate that Carter grew corq wheat a d  oats on the fanq as well as raising cattle a d  horses. 
(Agricultural Census Schedule% Loudcun Ccunty, Virginia: 1850 and 1860). In 1860 the f a q  
incbdillg improvements, wasvalued at $1 0.000. 

During the Civil War, Mosby's Rangers were active in the countryside a rcud  Cleremont 
Farm IXlrirg his Valley campaign in 1864, General Sheridan destroyed m c h  of the area controlled 
by Mosby. He sent three divisions ofcavalry through Ashby's Gap on the present Rcute 50. One 
division turned north on Route 619 ard burned most of the farmbuildillgs and fences at Cleremont 
Farm 

In 1870 Carter sold his farm and moved to Winchester The new owner Henry h Hall @. 
1825). and his wife Susan (b. 1835) raised seven children on the farm (renamed Cleremont farm at 
this time) In addi t io~ three servants and two farm workers were hcused on the property (U. S. 
Census Schedules for Loudmn County, Virginia: 1870). The large household dcubtless 
necessitated theconstruction of the two-story, two-bay log wing built at thewest gable end of the 
older house. Like the rest of the house, it was covered with stucco at the turn of the century 
Historic photos indicate that the hcuse received the addition of a onestory wooden porch on the 
south facade around the turn of the century, as well as a one-story frame addition on the east end 
(both are no longer extant). The one-story stone kitchen building also appears to date from the late 
19th century period. 

The main hcuse received its next major addition in the early 1940s during the ownership of 
the Norman family. The ah i t ec t  for the renovations was repltedly William A Dew of Middleburg 
who was responsible for many historic restorations and renovations in the l94C-1980 period in 
Loudoun and Faquier  Ccunties. The interior of the 1870s log wing was remodelled, built-in 
bodchebes ard a stainvay added, ard a sitt@ room and hall added to the second floor of the 1820s 
portion of the hcuse The I 112-story, stuccoed stone kitchen wirg on the east was also added at this 
time. The front porch was removed and replaced by the ha rd  some Colonial R e ~ ~ a l - ~ t y l e  portico 
seen today 
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The present wnera Mr. and Mrs. George A H o k ~  Jr acquired Cleremont farm in 1962. 
They added the rear porch, remodelled both the original 1761 hcuse and thedetached kitchen and 
built the agriculkral buildirgs a d  silo located to the east of the main hcuse. 
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UTM COORDINATES (Continued) 

E 18 252 680 4326 120 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The boundanes of the nominated section of Cleremont farm are shown on the accompanying 
USGS map and are defined by UTM coordinate points A through E. This is also known as Tract 
#I in Deed Book 445, page 137 (Loudoun County Deeds). 

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries of the nominated property include the historic resources associated with 
Cleremont farm, including the circa 1761 house built by the property's earliest settler and later 
buildings spanning the 1820- 1942 period 








